
 

News from the Coat by Rebecca Bedner 
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As I write this newsletter, we are in full swing of what I am told is called the 
“Silly Season” and the donations have been flowing through our doors faster 
than volunteers can process them. It is also a time when our shoppers need us 
more than ever. It’s going to (eventually!) be cold outside and our shoppers 
need basic items like coats and boots for not only themselves, but often their 
children too. Both shoppers and donors feel the rush to get to us before we 
close for the last two weeks of December, as we prepare for the new year.  

While the season may be silly (and so very busy), it is also quite wonderful. This 
is an amazing time to experience firsthand the immense generosity of our do-
nors.   

Most of the donations we receive are gently used. But during the Silly Season, 
we receive many new donations. In the last few weeks, we received a pallet of 
men’s underwear, boxes of new gloves for adults and children, pots, pans, 
toasters, sheets and blankets from generous donors and groups conducting 
drives for us.  We often hear stories from donors who have lost loved ones and 
make a choice to give their clothing to us, to share with those in our community. 
Whether new or gently used, there are many stories behind the donations we 
receive, and I appreciate every one of them.   

We have an amazing team of volunteers that keep things running smoothly at 
The Coat. Volunteers receive and process our donations, answer the phones to 
make appointments, and help shoppers find the things they need when they 
come to our store. They are the lifeblood of the Coat, and share their time, tal-
ent, and hearts with us very generously.  

As the new Executive Director, I have had the opportunity to try on our various 
volunteer roles.  I have answered the phone and talked to people who were so 
happy to be able to shop at our store, for free. Many people ask if it is really a 
free store, or if there is a specific county they need to live in, or income, age, or 
other guidelines they need to meet in order to shop. I love sharing that Joseph’s 
Coat is a free store, where all are welcome. Period. On donation days, I have 
taken donations in my hand and heard stories of the passing of loved ones as 
they hand over items with precious memories.  I have seen those same dona-
tions bring smiles to the person receiving them the very next day. This hap-
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If you do not want to receive this newsletter or prefer to receive our E-Newsletter instead, please send an email to info@josephscoatmn.org 
with your request or put your mailing address in the enclosed self addressed envelope and mail it back to us. Thank you! 

A Few Notes... 
 We are now accepting  

Winter clothing only. 

 Current Needs: new 

underwear for men and 

women; new hygiene 

products including 

women’s feminine 

products,  toothbrush-

es, toothpaste, sham-

poo, body wash and 

deodorant; adult  

winter coats in sizes  

2X-5X.   

 We cannot accept: TV 

sets, inoperable small 

appliances, telephones 

or electronics, hangers 

(plastic or wire), sharp 

knives, adult diapers 

(such as Depends), 

medical equipment, or 

used cosmetics and 

hygiene items. 

 Please bring your dona-

tions in smaller gar-

bage bags or paper 

bags. PLEASE DO NOT 

PUT DONATIONS IN 

CARDBOARD BOXES OR 

XL BLACK BAGS.  Our 

recycling  is limited. 

Please consider making a tax deductible financial contribution to help sustain our work.  

Winter Weather Closings 
When we experience 
inclement weather con-
ditions, the safety of our 
volunteer staff, donors 
and clients is the most 
important considera-
tion. In the event of se-
vere winter weather, 
Joseph’s Coat will close 
when the Saint Paul 
School District announc-
es school closures. 
Please check local      
media for current up-
dates.  

If your appointment if 
canceled due to closure, 
please call us to  
reschedule for another 
date and time.  

H A P P Y  H O L I DAYS  

Thank you for your support throughout the year! 

pened just last week when I received a beige winter coat with a story.  The 
very next day I watched a woman try it on, zip it up and smile.  And I love 
seeing parents’ expressions when we are able to give them a coat, or two, 
or three (depending on the amount of donations we have) for their chil-
dren. 

This is all possible due to the generosity of donors like you, who support us 
with your in-kind and financial donations. Your in-kind donations go direct-
ly to the people we serve, and we use your financial gifts to support our 
building and operations costs, our small and mighty staff, and things that 
aren’t often donated, like new underwear, diapers and wipes, and coats in 
larger sizes. On behalf of Joseph’s Coat, I want to thank you for all your 
support over the last year. I wish you and you friends, family and loved 
ones a very Happy Holidays. I look forward to seeing you in 2024! 


