
 

It is the “Silly Season” 
at Joseph’s Coat. That 
stretch of time from 
September through De-
cember. Donations flow 
through our doors fast-
er than volunteers can 
sort. Every open spot is 
quickly filled up with 
bags and boxes. When 
we run out of space in 
one room, we start fill-
ing another.  

The number of people 
needing help and the 
number of donations 
necessary to serve their 
needs are overwhelm-
ing. Stress fills the air. 
Things feel out of con-
trol. And that is when it 
happens. Synchronicity, 
or a meaningful coinci-
dence—an event on the 
outside that speaks to 
something on the in-
side—instead of just a 
random occurrence. 

Like too many others, 
Judith came to Joseph’s 
Coat to donate her hus-
band’s clothing after his 
death. People broken-

Institute of Architects’ 
highest honor for excep-
tional work and contri-
butions to architecture 
and society. Unlike most 
of us, Tom recognized 
the esteem associated 
with this prestigious 
award.  He said he was 
sure that the donation 
of this medal was a mis-
take. In instances like 
this, I put the item in a 
secure drawer and hope 
someone calls to see if 
we found it. 

This medal was differ-
ent. I felt compelled to 
identify its owner. There 
was a name engraved 
on the back of the med-
al, but the last name did 
not match any of the 
more than 150 people 
who had recently 
dropped off donations. 
For some reason, I 
thought of Judith. I 
looked for an obituary 
using the name on the 
medal and was stunned 
to see the name 
“Judith” listed as the 

hearted at the loss of a 
loved one are sadly fa-
miliar visitors to Jo-
seph’s Coat. Donating to 
help others brings some 
solace to their grief. 
There was nothing unu-
sual about Judith, and I 
cannot explain why, but 
something about her 
touched me. 

A few days after I met 
Judith, Tom, a volunteer 
who just happened to 

be a retired architect, 
came to me with a silver 
medal he found in a do-
nation bag filled with 
clothing. It was a Fellow 
Award, the American 
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A Few Notes... 
 We cannot accept: TV 

sets, hangers (plastic or 

wire), sharp knives, adult 

diapers (such as De-

pends), medical equip-

ment, inoperable small 

appliances, telephones or 

electronics and used cos-

metics 

 We need women’s femi-

nine products (tampons 

and sanitary pads),  tooth-

brushes, travel size sham-

poo, conditioner, body 

wash and toothpaste, full 

size shampoo, lotion, 

conditioner and body 

wash. 

 Please be sure to check 

our website for important 

information about unex-

pected closed dates/times 

due to weather or over-

whelming amount of do-

nations. 

 We are accepting Winter 

clothing only. 

 PLEASE DO NOT PUT DO-

NATIONS IN CARDBOARD. 

OUR  RECYCLING PROCESS 

HAS CHANGED AND IS 

NOW LIMITED. 

surviving spouse. Be-
cause we operate by 
appointment, I had Ju-
dith’s phone number. 
She was elated when I 
told her that her hus-
band’s medal was at 
Joseph’s Coat. She told 
me she had been tear-
ing her house apart, 
looking everywhere for 
the family keep-
sake, and was just sick 

that she could not find 
it. 

At the busiest time of 
year, this medal came 
with an important mes-
sage to pause, step out 
of the usual routine, and 
recognize that there is 
far more that connects 
us as human beings 
than the logic of the 
physical world. 

A Medal With A Message (cont’d.) 

Please consider making a tax deductible financial contribution to help sustain our work. 

Winter Weather Closings 

When we experience 

inclement weather con-

ditions, the safety of our 

volunteer staff, donors 

and clients is the most 

important considera-

tion. In the event of se-

vere winter weather, 

Joseph’s Coat will close 

when the Saint Paul 

School District announc-

es school closures. 

Please check local me-

dia for current updates. 

Shopping and donor ap-

pointments will need to 

be rescheduled at a lat-

er date. 

H A P P Y  H O L I DAYS  

Thank you for your support throughout the year! 

“There are two ways to 

live your life — one is 

as though nothing is a 

miracle, the other is as 

though everything is a 

miracle.” 
Albert Einstein 

 


